Welcome to Expose Kenosha No. 11

For too long, we in Kenosha's artistic community have painted ourselves into
lonely, individualized corners. If our efforts are only focused on promoting
ourselves, that situation will not change. From the start, Expose Kenosha has
been such a cooperative, community effort that the new activity can’t be
ignored as an indication of changing general attitudes.

For too long, we in Kenosha's artistic community have dismissed Kenosha as
“Racine’s ugly sister” or the even more creative “Kenowhere.” Right. And if
the very name suggests negation, how could anyone worth attention possibly
emerge from such a place?

Recently, the Racine Journal Times nominated Expose Kenosha for the category
of Best Local Indie Media. Beyond that, The New York Times just last week
published a full length article on the art happenings in Racine. The artists of
the region are exceeding the sub par expectations we have put upon

ourselves. What better time than now to let go of our self-deprecating
nicknames and start supporting one another?
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Thanks to the contributors and supporters of Expose Kenosha for setting such
an example of unity. And with so many other area organizations striving
towards the same goals, the region’s recent accolades can prove to be just the
beginning. The more we collaborate collectively, the more our potential will be
stretched individually!

In this issue:

e David HB Drake

* Whatchoo Gonna Do About It?

* Chicks-on-Heels

e Jill Plaisted

* Writers no longer have to go solo
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David HB Drake
by Tammy Peacy

Don’t tell him that folk music is dead. Saying folk music is dead “is like saying
people are dead. Nowadays if you’re washing dishes or mowing the lawn you
might listen to and iPod, but when | was a kid we didn’t have that stuff. We
had radio; we didn’t have television. We would sing while we were doing that
stuff. In African culture everybody sings whatever work they’re doing. The
work is lighter when you sing,” says David.

DHBD comes from a strong family tradition of music. His grandmother was a
part of the Florentine Opera in Milwaukee. On Friday nights he would go with
his brother and parents to a local bar for a fish fry. The boys would sit in a
corner and watch as their parents danced. Their father sometimes played the
accordion. Brought up during the John Wayne-era of real men don’t sing and
dance, DHBD was raised to believe “Music is okay. Poetry is okay. Dancing is
okay.” His family used to sing together at night. He remembers the first record
they got was Harry Belafonte’s Christmas album.

DHBD spent a lot of time in Kenosha as a child. His parents sent him to spent
summers on a farm where he learned an appreciation for nature and hard
work. “A couple of my songs are written because of that farm.” One song in
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particular, Dried Out/If the Rain Don’t Come, was written specifically from his
memories of the farm. “For a hundred years this farm has fed/ Has born our
young and held our dead/ A hundred years our roots run deep/ To work the
land and earn our keep.”

“An artist is very much like a single family farm,” he says. “You’re living on
your skills. You are totally dependent on the “climate” of funding. You are your
own businessman. You are working in your home and then going into the field
to produce something beautiful and natural. We [artists] do it for the mind,
farmers do it for the body.”

DHBD has played every nursing home, school, and library in the area. “Nobody
hears about it. The paper isn’t going to cover somebody playing in a nursing
home or in a school.”

He has plans to call Kenosha home within the next ten years. “My reasons for
staying in Milwaukee are rapidly falling away,” he says. “I’m sixty. In ten years
I’ll be seventy and I’m not going to want to drive to Chicago. But I’m certainly
going to want access to the arts.” He would like to see a community within
Kenosha where artist retirees can live and make their art. “l don’t want to be
in a nursing home with a bunch of people who were accountants their entire
lives,” he says. “Nothing against accountants, but we’re not going to have
anything to talk about. I’m going to want to be in a place where, using public
transportation, | can get to the lake. I’m going to want to be in a place where |
can get to the arts. A place where it’s going to be safe and | can afford.”

He sees Kenosha as the place for this to happen. “The reason that I’m really
excited about Kenosha is that you’ve just started AHA!. They’re working to
bring the arts to Kenosha. Wouldn’t it be incredible to have, not just a
performing or visual arts center, but a resident performing and visual arts
community center where elders could come and interact with elder artists for
workshops, for performances? Kids after school could come and learn from
these mentors? If my hands can no longer play guitar, | can still teach someone
else to doit.”

David HB Drake,

You can contact David at:

Website: www.davidhbdrake.com

David HB Drake upcoming performances:
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Tuesday December 11, 2007 at 1-4pm

Program: Let There be Light

At: Foresthill Highlands 8930 W Highland Park Av, Franklin , WI
Event Information Contact: 414-425-6611 / fhadmin@bizwi.rr.com

Wednesday December 12, 2007 at 2 pm

Program: Sing a Song of Christmas

At: New Berlin Regency 13750 W National Ave, New Berlin, WI
Event Information Contact: 262-789-1699 / aprilbassler@thci.org

Wednesday December 12th, 2007 at 7:00-8:30pm

Program: Blowing in the Wind

At: Appleton Public Library 225 N. Oneida St, Appleton, WI
Event Information Contact: 920-832-6392 / eeisen@apl.org

Friday December 13th, 2008 at 2pm

Program: Let there be Light

At: Capri Communities 3223 North St, East Troy, WI

Event Information Contact: 262-642-4800 / mglowinski@capricommunities.com

Thursday December 13, 2007 at 6:30pm
Program: Sing Along with Santa

At: East Troy Lions Library 3094 Graydon Ave, East Troy, WI
Event Information Contact: 262-642-6262 / Oconnell@easttroy.lib.wi.us

Tammy Peacy writes and lives in Kenosha
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Whatchoo Gonna Do About It?

Yeah, that’s a threat. We’re threatening you with this: If you don’t get out
there and do something about what’s happening right outside your door, we’re
going to expose you for what you are (i.e. a bunch of whiners).

A London artist/blogger Katherine Tyrrell recently mentioned
ExposeKenosha.com in her blog about the lack of resources available to find
out about what’s happening locally in the arts. She then offered a challenge,
which we will reiterate here. (Beware: It will require some effort on your part
and may cause you to remove yourself from your comfort zone)

You are here. So you’re off to a good start. Here are some other suggestions as
to what you can do to support, encourage and facilitate the arts:

1.

Expose your fellow artists. Corner your artist friends for an impromptu
interview, record a bit of them performing or send us a press release of
upcoming events. It’s as simple as that. Send your stuff to
info@exposekenosha.com so we can tell the rest of the world (yeah, the
World. Did we mention the blog in London?).

. Talk to your mayoral candidates about what they’re going to do for the

community that you care about. You can find more information on the
candidates in Kenosha at the Kenosha News
http://www.kenoshanews.com/article_comments/view_comments.php?
articleNum=1792165

Get on board with your local arts organizations. AHA! Kenosha
http://ahakenosha.org/directory has a comprehensive list of them
classified by visual, performing, literary, humanities, and foundations.
If your organization is not listed, let them know.

. Change your attitude to change your community. You’ve been waiting

for this your entire life and now we’re saying it- . You
are the one who says there’s nothing to do in Kenosha. You are the one
saying that the arts community here is fractious. Now you have to do
something about it. So, turn that frown upside-down (it’s the best we
could do).

Talk to everyone you know about the arts in your community. When
someone asks what there is to do in Kenosha, tell them. Not sure what’s
happening? Check back with us.
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The ball is now officially in your court. Leave a comment here to start a
dialogue for sharing ideas and then get out there and implement them.
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Chicks-on-Heels
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716: Fine Art in Racine presents “Chicks on Heels” a solo show featuring
Francisco Loyola.

Continuing with his combined use of technology, traditional media, and
unconventional subjects, Francisco Loyola is presenting a humorous series of 12
large format digital collages representing chickens and roosters wearing high
heels.

The title of the show “Chicks on Heels” was coined by Carole Crawford from
the “Pat Crawford Jazz Quintet” of Kenosha, and was inspired by the blue
chicken that decorates the cover of the quintet’s latest CD “Back at the
Chicken Shack™.

In addition, Francisco is releasing, in collaboration with Tammy Peacy and
S’zanne M’Chel from the Kenosha Writers’ Group, a calendar and a series of
postcards with one liners that are sure to make you smile.

The exhibit is going to run from December 13, 2007 through January, 8 2008.
The opening reception is Friday December 14, from 6-9pm
716: Fine Art Gallery is located at 401 Main Street in Racine

Contact Info:
716: Fine Art
David Geisler
dgeisler@716fineart.org

Francisco Loyola
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Francisco@franciscoloyola.com

The Kenosha Writers” Group
Tammy Peacy
info@kenoshawritersgroup.com
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Jill Plaisted

|

“Jill Plaisted is that really cool girl next door. That
i, she's the girl next door if your neighbor has a
voice soaked in whiskey and honey, exudes charm,
class, talent and beauty, hangs and records with
Feet of Clay's Ralph Bruner and Violent Femmes'
Victor DeLorenzo and is ready to be discovered by

the masses”
From her myspace page

Jill’s upcoming performances:

Fa-La-La THIS opens Upstairs @ Carolyn’s, 5706 6th Ave., Downtown Kenosha
December 13, 14, 20, 21, 22 at 8:00 pm

Tickets are $5.00, available at the door

December, 29 2007 at TG’s

4120 7TH AVENUE, Kenosha, Wisconsin

Watch this space where she will be “exposed” soon.
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WRITERS NO LONGER HAVE TO GO SOLO

Wﬂ«y Area writers now have a venue in which to hone
Z, . ) :
o their writing skills.

> The Eloquent Author, LLC, School of Writing
ﬁ opened this fall, presenting both half-day and
™ full-day workshops covering various genres.
= The upcoming winter semester, which begins
».;? January 7, 2008, will offer workshops along with
3 S multi-week classes in various facilities around
/J‘yagg"[\’ Racine, Kenosha, and the Waterford areas. All
locations afford students comfortable and quiet
learning settings, from some of the areas finest teachers.

The Eloquent Author, LLC is proud of its faculty and the decades of
writing and teaching experience we have to offer. Our entire staff has
been published in various mediums, including several books through
well-regarded publishing houses. Our mission is, “To inspire, inform,
and guide individuals on their writing journey.”

The school intends to continually expand to meet the needs of
Southeastern Wisconsin authors by holding classes during the day,
evening, and weekend hours. We are open to hearing your interests
and comments. In the near future, we plan to add a writer’s blog to
our website for additional commentary and thoughts on a writer’s life.
In addition, a “story quilt” is beginning to form, and we will soon be
inviting all to join in to help weave our story.

Visit our website to view all the details on the school; the upcoming
winter semester workshops and classes; faculty information, as well as
news, and the latest additions. Go to: www.eloquentauthor.com. You
may also call (262) 321-0497 or (262) 939-4964 for more information,
or E-mail @ kidbks2@gmail.com or info@eloguentauthor.com

If you would like more information on this topic, or to schedule an
interview with Marie Boyum, President and Managing Director call
(262) 939-4964 or E-mail kidsbks2@gmail.com.
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